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w h e r e  t h i r d  l o w  o f f e r o r  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  
award t o  e i t h e r  f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  low 
o f f e r o r  o n  b a s i s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  o f f e r o r  
a t t e n d e d  p r e b i d  s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  p ro tes t  
is d i s m i s s e d  s i n c e  s e c o n d  l o w  o f f e r o r ,  i n  
f a c t ,  d i d  m a k e  t h e  s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  and  was 
i n  l i n e  for award e v e n  i f  t h e  l o w  o f f e r o r  
was n o t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p r o t e s t e r ,  b e i n g  
t h e  t h i r d  low o f f e r o r ,  does n o t  h a v e  t h e  
r e q u i s i t e  d i r ec t  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n t e r e s t  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  award t o  be r e g a r d e d  as a n  
" i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y "  u n d e r  o u r  B id  Pro tes t  
P r o c e d u r e s .  

Todd Van & S t o r a g e ,  I n c .  ( T o d d ) ,  p r o t e s t s  t h e  award  o f  
a c o n t r a c t  t o  a n y  o t h e r  f i r m  u n d e r  request f o r  q u o t a t i o n s  
( R F Q )  NNSM84-200,  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  and  
Records S e r v i c e  ( N A R S ) ,  G e n e r a l  S e r v i c e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
( G S A ) .  

T h e  a b o v e  RFQ w a s  i s s u e d  o n  A u g u s t  1 4 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  and  
r e q u e s t e d  q u o t a t i o n s  f o r  moving  s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers  o f  
a u d i o v i s u a l  a n d  t e x t u a l  records f r o m  o n e  s tack  t o  a n o t h e r  
w i t h i n  t h e  m a i n  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  b u i l d i n g  a t  7 t h  a n d  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  Avenue ,  N . W . ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. F o u r  q u o t a t i o n s  
were r e c e i v e d  b e f o r e  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  d u e  d a t e  o f  September I, 
1984.  E l i t e  Moving a n d  Storage,  IRC. ( E l i t e ) ,  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  
l o w  q u o t a t i o n  while N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  Van Company ( N o r t h e r n  
V i r g i n i a )  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  second l o w  q u o t a t i o n .  T o d d ' s  q u o t a -  
t i o n  w a s  t h i r d  l o w .  On September 1 3 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  NARS p l a c e d  a n  
order w i t h  E l i t e  to  perform t h e  c o n t r a c t  work. Todd f i l e d  a 
p ro tes t  w i t h  our O f f i c e  a r g u i n g  t h a t  n e i t h e r  E l i t e  n o r  
N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  award  s i n c e  n e i t h e r  of 
t h e s e  f i r m s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  t o u r  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  

Todd is  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  p r o t e s t .  A p a r t y  
m u s t  b e  a n  " i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y "  u n d e r  o u r  B i d  Protest Proce- 
d u r e s ,  4 C.F.R. S 2 1 . l ( a )  ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e  i t s  p r o -  
t e s t  c o n s i d e r e d  by our O f f i c e .  D e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  a p a r t y  
is s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n v o l v e s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
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p a r t y ' s  s t a t u s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  and  t h e  issues  - 
i n v o l v e d .  Therm-Air Mfg. C o .  , I n c . ,  B-195401.2, Feb. 11, 
1 9 8 0 ,  80-1 C.P.D. 11 119.  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  GSA, N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  
i n  f a c t , d i d  m a k e  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  t o u r .  S i n c e  N o r t h e r n  
V i r g i n i a ' s  q u o t a t i o n  was s e c o n d  l o w  and T o d d ' s  q u o t a t i o n  
t h i r d  l o w ,  Todd was n e v e r  i n  l i n e  f o r  t h e  award  a n d ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  a n  " i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y . "  See I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
B u s i n e s s  I n v e s t m e n t s ,  B-202164.2,  J u n e  8 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  81-1 C.P.D. 
11 459. I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  by GSA, t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  
m a k e  a s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  e v e n  w h e r e  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  so 
requires ,  p r o v i d e s  no  b a s i s  to  r e j e c t  a n  o t h e r w i s e  
r e s p o n s i v e  b i d .  R o w e  C o n t r a c t i n g  S e r v i c e ,  I n c . ,  B-200594, 
J a n .  2 2 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  81-1 C.P .D .  11 40. 

- 

The p r o t e s t  is  d i s m i s s e d .  

- 




